The Cherry Tree

(An Opera to be Spoken)

Libretto by Ed Valentine

Music by Larry Corse



The Cherry Tree
(An Opera To Be Spoken)

Setting
A stage with a red curtain.
Within, a stage set of Mount Vernon --
As in Grant Wood's painting "Parson Weems Fable."

Characters
(2 women, 4 men, 1 boy soprano)

PARSON WEEMS, (countertenor)
GEORGE WASHINGTON, (tenor)
MARTHA WASHINGTON, (soprano)
GEORGE'S FATHER, (baritone)
SARA, (alto)

AHAB, (bass)

There are 14 scenes: a prologue and epilogue and 12 scenes in between.

Scene Happening
PROLOGUE In front of curtain. They begin.
1 Parson Weems tells his story of how Washington chopped down the cherry tree.
2 Martha arrives.
3 Parson plans his plot - attempts to seduce Martha by feigning prayerfulness and poverty.
4 Sara resurrects George Washington through voodoo.
5 George and Martha are reunited. They sing a love duet.
6 Parson hatches new plot.
7 A raven predicts doom and destruction.
8 Martha and George make love to each other, masked.
9 The Parson sings a song of hypocrisy.
10 George and Marthat part, separately, and are reunited
11 The Cherry Tree scene is re-enacted
12 At a dance, the deception is revealed amd George and Martha separate.

EPILOGUE A deus ex machina - all is put right.

The Orchestra

A string quartet: Violin, Viola, Cello, Bass
A wind trio: Flute, English Horn, Clarinet in Bb
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